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Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency
Board Meeting
May 12, 2026 # Tuesday ¢3:00 pm
CAHA » Suite 202 DNA Building 238 Archbishop Flores Street, Hagitfia

MINUTES

I. Called to Order

The meeting was called to order at 3:02 p.m. by CAHA Chair Monica Guzman. She noted that, in accordance
with Open Government Law, notice of the meeting was posted on May 5 and May 8, 2026 in the Guam Daily
Post.

The Chair opened the meeting with remarks expressing condolences for artists affected by Typhoon Sinlaku in
Saipan and the Northern Mariana Islands and acknowledged recent losses within the artist community. Director
Taitague acdded that this year’s Flame Tree Festival is cancelled,

iI. RollCall

Chair Guzman conducted the roll call.

Present

CAHA Board

« In Person: Chair Monica Guzman, Vice-Chair, Master Peter Robert Onedera, Secretary/Treasurer Donna
Kloppenberg and Members Master Frank Rabon, Simone Bollinger and Tina Flores (3:50 pm).

s Via Zoom: Member Tina Flores (3:25 pm)

Management and Staff
« In Person: Director Angie Taitague and Program Coordinator IV Jackie Balbas

» Via Zoom: Program Coordinators Mark Duenas, Noah Sablan, Kirsten Cruz and Administrative Officer
Ordilia Cruz

A quorum was established.

III.  Approval of Minutes - March 10, 2026

Chair Guzman presented the minutes of the March 10, 2026 Board meeting for approval. Following review,
Secretary/ Treasurer Kloppenburg moved to approve the minutes as presented. The motion was seconded by
Member Bollinger. Motion passed unanimously.
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Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency
Board Meeting
May 12, 2026 # Tuesday ¢3:00 pm
CAHA e Suite 202 DNA Building e 238 Archbishop Flores Street, Hagétfia

MINUTES

IV,  Executive Director’s Report

Director Taitague presented her report and provided the following updates:
A. CAHA Financial Accounts - Bank of Guam

Financial statements and related documents were pending due to copier issues and would be distributed once
available.

B. Art Bank

The Director reported a $15,000 donation of artwork from DFS to the CAHA Art Bank, including paintings and
scuiptures, to be added to the agency inventory.

C. Artist Directory

The Director thanked Vice-Chair Master Onedera for collaborating with PC I1 Duenas on the Artist Directory.
The directory is nearing completion but remains under review for accuracy, completeness, and usability. PC II
Duenas will provide a copy to the Vice-Chair for review.

The Board emphasized the urgency of finalizing the directory prior to distribution, including incorporation of
artist information, photographs and final staff and Board review.

D. Staffing and Executive Transition

The Director informed the Board of her planned leave from May 14 to May 30, 2026. PC IV Balbas was designated
Acting Executive Director during this period.

E. New Staff Introductions

The Director introduced Kirsten Cruz, Program Coordinator I, noting her assignment to develop SOPs and
maintenance of the SOP binder in addition to program duties.

V. Board Action

A. Ratification of Inalihan Mayor's Request
Chair Guzman introduced the ratification of the Board's prior email action regarding the Inalihan Mayor's Office
request for CAHA support of the San Jose Festival and San Isidro Fiesta. The related email correspondence was
included in the Board packet.
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Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency
Board Meeting
May 12, 2026 e Tuesday » 3:00 pm
CAHA e Suite 202 DNA Building e 238 Archbishop Flores Street, Hagitiia

MINUTES

B. Master’s Program

Vice-Chair, Master Onedera reported on the May 1, 2026 Masters meeting, noting participation from nine living
Masters. This was the first full convening of the group. Discussions focused on the future of the pragram,
identifying and nominating future Masters, and preserving traditional cultural practices. The group agreed to

meet quarterly.

Vice-Chair, Master Onedera proposed establishing a festival of Masters following selection of the next cohort,
featuring demonstrations, presentations, and cultural knowledge sharing. The Board supported strengthening
the program through workshops, apprenticeships, documentation, and cultural partnerships.

C. Percent for the Arts

Director Taitague reported that Percent for the Arts documents remain under review at the Office of the Attor-
ney General. She then excused herself to attend a meeting at the Governor's Office.

D. FestPac XIV

Chair Guzman provided an update on FestPac XIV. No meetings have occurred since April, and the official
theme remains pending. Guam’s delegation allocation remains at 100 participants, with an estimated $6,000 per

person in travel funding,
Members discussed delegation size and whether to maintain or reduce participation to ensure focused

representation, emphasizing the importance of the theme in guiding planning, Guam previously sent
approximately 35 delegates to the Cook Islands FestPac. Future FestPac Council updates include Fiji as the 2032

host.

Members also discussed coordination with the Guam Visitors Bureau and alignment with broader cultural
programming, including a potential Guam Arts Festival and Masters Festival, and the need for a unified cultural
calendar and interagency coordination. Chair Guzman noted GMIF has been rescheduled to October, with a

press release forthcoming.

E. Strategic Planning/ Board Retreat

Chair Guzman reported concerns from grant recipients regarding delays in grant disbursement, also discussed
during the Board Retreat. She requested Member Bollinger lead a Grants Committee review to improve and

streamline the application process.

Chair Guzman also inquired about CAHA's FY 2027 NEA Partnership Agreement. PC IV Balbas reported that the
Director had received notification that the offer was forthcoming, with no additional details available.

Chair Guzman clarified that CAHA was established under Public Law 16-122, effective January 1, 1983, and noted
that earlier arts programming under the Insular Arts Council is separate from CAHA’s formal establishment.
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Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency

Board Meeting

May 12, 2026 ¢ Tuesday ¢3:00 pm
CAHA e Suite 202 DNA Building e 238 Archbishop Flores Street, Hagatiia

MINUTES

VII1. Ahnouncements

Chair Guzman announced the next Board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June g, 2026, at 3:00 p.m.

Secretary/Treasurer Kloppenburg stated she would be off-island beginning May 15, 2026, and Member Bollinger

stated she would be off-island from June g through July 15, 2026.

Chair Guzman also reminded the Board that the Mango Festival would be held the following weekend.

IX. Adjournment

With no further business to discuss, Chair Guzman adjourned the meeting at 417 p.m.

MINUTES CERTIFIED AND ATTESTED TO BE TRUE AND CORRECT BY:

Oonro. KJ«Dppwbuﬁ%‘

Donna Kloppenburg
Secretary/Treasurer

Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency

PREPARED BY:

Dot forcthon

ng%m,e)c ar, acalp

Date

R s

Iacﬁé Balbas
Prégram Coordinator IV

Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency

Date
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Guam Masters Award - “Guam National Treasure”
For Heritage Arts Nomination Packet 2026

GUAM MASTERS AWARD - “GUAM NATIONAL TREASURE"

The Guam Masters Award —~ "Guam National Treasure,” created through Public Law
30-139, was established to recognize master practitioners of Guam's Heritage Arts, To
honor and preserve Guam's indigenous cultural heritage, the Guam Council on the Arts
and Humanities Agency (CAHA) awards the Guam Masters Award —~ "Guam National
Treasure” once every four (4) years to master traditional artists.

This award gives due recognition to master practitioners for their artistry, craftsmanship,
and their continuing efforts to preserve Guam's rich history and cultural traditions
through the practice and perpetuation of their arts. It acknowledges artists whose
contributions, primarily through teaching, advocacy, organizing, and preservation of
important artistic practices, have greatly benefited their artistic tradition and significantly
increased public visibility and opportunities for heritage arts.

A. HERITAGE ARTS

Heritage arts refer to aspects of learned behavior (culture) that are transferred through
word of mouth and/or by following an example set within CHamoru cultural practices.
These arts are learnedfrom family or community members and passed through
generations, with each artist remaining true to time-honored methods while
contributing personal creativity to the process. These artists are highly trained, and it is
this manner of training and transmission that earns them the designation of Guam

Master.

CHamoru heritage arts are artistic expressions that can be traced through the rich
history and culture of the people of Guam and the Mariana Islands. They reflect values
such as Ageftao (to be giving) and Afa’'maolek (to make things good), connections to
nature, and the use of natural resources of the Mariana Islands. These arts preserve
cultural meaning while allowing for continued evolution and global expression.

B. HERITAGE ARTS DISCIPLINES
Previous recipients of Heritage Arts include the following areas of recognition;

Attestan Tatu (Tattoo Artist)
Bailadot/dora CHamoru (CHamoru Dancer)
Botdadot/dora Galaide’ (Cance Carver)
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Danderu/a (Musician)

E'estoria (Storyteller)

Espiriton A'amte (Spiritual Healer)

Esteladot/dora Aguayente (Distilled Liquor Maker)
Fafamiffok Nasa (Shrimp Trap Maker)

Fafa'tinas Bilen (Nativity Maker)
Fafa'tinas/Hugandera/u

Bilembaotuyan (Bilembaotuyan Maker/Instrumentalist)
Fafa'tinas Karetayon (Bulicart Builder/Maker)
Fafa'tinas Taldya (Netfish Maker)

Fafa‘'tinas Okkodu (Trap Maker)

Guagualo’ (Farmer)

Haboneru/a (Scap Maket)

Hatsadot/dora Hotnon Antigu (Outside Oven Builder)
Hereru (Blacksmith)

Huganduyan Musika (Musical Instrumentalist)
Kakahat Saguaile’ (Hut Builder)

Kantan CHamoarita (CHamorita Singer/Singers)
Kosturera/u (Dress Maker)

Lélasgue’ (Carver)

Lalasgue’ifet (Ifet Wood Carver)

Lancheru/a (Rancher)

Lélalai CHamoru (CHamoru Chanter)

Manlasgue’ Adotnon | Tataotao (Carver of Body Ornamentation)
Nabahadot/dora (Knife Maker)

Peskadot/dora Ayuyu (Coconut Crab Hunter)
Peskadot/dora Binadu (Deer Trapper/Hunter)
Peskadot/dora Fanihi (Fruit Bat Catcher/Hunter)
Peskadot/dora Haggan (Turtle Calcher/Hunter)
Plateru (Goldsmith)

Rinikohidot/dadoran Kotturan CHamoru (Collector of CHamoru Cuiture)
Salineru/a (Salt Maker)

Sapateru/a (Shoe Maker)

Suruhdnu/na (Traditional Healer)

Talayeru/yera (Netfisher folk)

Talayeron Mafahak (Juvenile Rabbit Fish Net Fisherfolk)
Techa (Prayer Leader)

Titiffok (Weaver)

Titiffok Akgak (Pandanus Weaver)

Titiffok Hagon Niyok (Coconut Palm Weaver)
Tuberu/a (Tuba Maker)

Yo'amte (Healer)
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C. HERITAGE ARTS ARE

D.

i. Living traditional practices and knowledge passed down over time and through

generations.
ii. Inspired by life in the Mariana Islands.
ili. Learned infarmally through observation, imitation, and oral transmission.
iv. Reflect traditional practices while allowing expression of evolving cultural ideas.
v. Usually anonymous in origin.

HERITAGE ARTS ARE NOT

I. Learned primarily through formal classes, books, social media, or magazines.
iil. Practices retained by individuals who do not pass them on to others.

Il. ELIGIBILITY

Mmoo

. Nominees must be permanent residents of Guam with a record of continuing artistic

accomplishment.

. Nominees must actively participate in their art form as apprentice, practitioner, or

teacher.

. Nominees must have a minimum of twenty (20) cansecutive years of active practice

in their discipline.

. Nominees must have made significant contributions to their artistic tradition.
. Nominees must have increased public visibility and opportunities for traditional arts.

Nominees must identify and have support from a minimum of five (5) apprentices or
trainees.

. Nominees may be recommended by individuals or organizations; however, formal

nomination must be made by a recognized Master. If no Master exists within a
discipline, any Master may endorse a nominee provided all eligibility requirements are
met.

. Nominees must reflect CHamoru cultural values of U Gairespetu, U Galkonsensia, and

U Adahi, and demonstrate good moral character.
Nominees should be able to present themselves in the CHamoru language during
interviews.

lll. HOW TO SUBMIT A NOMINATION

A. Arecognized MASTER of the relevant discipline must serve as the primary nominator.

B.
C.

Masters may submit one or more nominations per award cycle,
Self-nominations are not permitted; however, recommendations may be submitted to

Masters or CAHA staff.
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D. All support materials become property of CAHA unless the nominee is not selected
and formally requests their return.
E. Posthumous nominations will not be considered.

IV. NOMINATION REQUIREMENTS

A. Nomination submissions must not exceed twenty (20) pages in length.

B. Nominations may be submitted by hand or typed. Handwritten submissions must be
printed (not cursive) and clearly legible.

C. Submissions may be in CHamoru or English. Bilingual submissions will not be
accepted.

D. Each submission must include:

i. An 8 x 10 color photo of the nominee (may be part of the page count)

fi. Proof of twenty (20) or more years of practice

ii. Evidence of apprenticeship (letters, photos, documentation, or other supporting
materials)

iv. Confirmation of at least five (5) apprentices or trainees

v. Statement of cultural contribution and impact

Al-generated content will not be accepted.

A. FORMAT OPTIONS
i. Written Submission
a) Maximum twenty (20) pages
b) Includes photo and supporting documentation

ii. Video Submission (5-7 minutes)

a) Nominee must appear throughout the entire video

b) May serve as official photo submission

c) Must demonstrate practice, apprentices, and cultural transmission

iii. Audio Submission (5-7 minutes)

a) Voice of nominee must be present throughout
b) Apprentices may be included for verification
c) Separate 8 x 10 photo required

V. INTERVIEW REQUIREMENTS

Page 4 of 6

Guam Masters Award - "Guam National Treasure”
For Heritage Arts Namination Packet 2026
Revised 04.24,26



A. All nominees must be present 15-30 minutes prior to scheduled interviews. Tardiness
will be considered in evaluation.

B. Interview responses should address:

I. Personal background and cultural philosophy
ii. History and development of practice

iii. Mentors and apprenticeship lineage

iv. Community impact and contributions

v. Years of practice and continuation of discipline
vi. Reasons for seeking Master designation

vii, Additional supporting information

V1. REVIEW OF NOMINATIONS

The nomination period opens on Friday, May 29, 2026 and closes on Friday, August 28, 2026.

Submissions will be received and time-stamped at the CAHA office. Incomplete submissions will
not proceed to review.

Afive-member review panel will be convened. All members must be proficient CHamoru speakers
and will conduct nominee interviews in the CHamoru language. The panel may or may not include
the following individuals:

o Department of CHamoru Affairs

» Commission on CHamoru Language and the Teaching of History and Culture
* Mayors Council of Guam

e University of Guam CHamoru Studies Program

¢ Recognized Guam Masters

The panel will conduct interviews in CHamoru where possible,

Within forty-five (45) days after the close of submissions. the panel will recommend four (4)
nominees for Master designation.

The list of four (4) nominees will be submitted to the Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities
(CAHA) board of directors for approval and ratification at their board meeting.

The CAHA board will certify that the nomination process was followed and that the nominee meets
the criteria described. Final approval will be made by the CAHA Board of Directors.
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Announcement and recognition will take place during Arts and Humanities Month in October 2026.
VIl. CHECKLIST
Eligibility Verification (Must Be Confirmed Prior to Submission)

1.~ Nominee is a permanent resident of Guam

2. Z Nominee has a minimum of twenty (20) consecutive years of practice

3. _ Nominee actively participate as a practitioner, apprentice of teacher

4. Z Nominee has at least five (5) identified apprentices or trainees

5.  Nominee demonstrate contribution to preservation of heritage arts

6. ~ Nominee meets CHamoru cultural values and moral character standards

7. 1+ Nominee is supported by a recognized Master (or approved substitute if applicable)
8.  Nominee is not a posthumous candidate

Submission Requirements

1. T~ Nomination submission included is in the following format:

U Written ~ Video - Audio
2. Nomination signed by recognized CAHA MASTER who officially nominated the
applicant
3. ' Submissicon time-stamped at CAHA Office
4. _ Required photo included (if applicable)
B, Supporting documentation provided
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